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AGENDA
TUESDAY, APRIL 9

REGISTRATION & SILENT AUCTION
12:00 PM -  5:00 PM

JOINT BOARD MEETING & LUNCH  (CLOSED MEETING)
10:00 AM -  2:00 PM

SESSION 1:  WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT ERISA  
(GEN ERAL SESSION)
2:15 PM -  3:45 PM

SESSION 2:  ADVOCACY IN ACTION (GENERAL SESSION)
4:00 PM -  5:30 PM

JOINT BOARD DINNER (PRIVATE EVENT BY INVITE ONLY)
6:00 PM -  8:30 PM

THURSDAY, APRIL 1 1

REGISTRATION
7:00 AM -  12:00 PM

AEF SILENT AUCTION
8:00 AM -  8:00 PM

ANNUAL BREAKFAST & KEYNOTE 
-  CHRIS BARTON, FOUNDER OF SHAZAM
8:00 AM -  9:30 AM

SESSION 3:  CONNECT -  A VIEW FROM THE TOP
(GENERAL SESSION)
10:00 AM -  1 1 :30 AM

ANNUAL AWARDS LUNCHEON & KEYNOTE 
-  JOSÉ M. HERNÁNDEZ,  FORMER NASA ASTRONAUT
12:00 PM -  2:00 PM

SESSION 4:  ECONOMIC OUTLOOK 
(GENERAL SESSION)
2:30 PM -  4:00 PM

MASQUERADE GALA & CELEBRATION  -  ESTATE CAVE
6:00 PM -  6:30 PM RECEPTION
6:30 PM -  10:00 PM GALA

Note: All events and times are subject to change.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10

REGISTRATION
8:00 AM -  4:00 PM

AEF SILENT AUCTION
8:00 AM -  5:00 PM

WOMENAG BREAKFAST & SESSION (PRIVATE EVENT BY INVITE ONLY)
8:00 AM -  10:30 AM

UNITEDAG  PAC GOLF TOURNAMENT - EAGLE VINES GOLF COURSE
8:00 AM -  9:00 AM REGISTRATION
9:00 AM -  3:00 PM TOURNAMENT

IRON CHEF TAKEDOWN -  FOOD & WINE CENTER
1 1 :00 AM -  2:30 PM

WELCOME RECEPTION  -  NAPA WINE TRAIN
5:30 PM -  5:45 PM CHECK-IN
6:20 PM -  8:30 PM TRAIN JOURNEY
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ANNUAL BREAKFAST KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Chris Barton
Founder and Creator of Shazam, Entrepreneur,
Inventor, and Tech Investor

Chris Barton, Founder of Shazam, is a visionary technologist
renowned for revolutionizing music recognition with the iconic
Shazam app. His pivotal role in creating the app's user-friendly
technology transformed the way people worldwide discover and
engage with music. With 12 patents to his name, including a vital
one within Google's search algorithm, Chris has left a lasting mark
on the tech industry. He actively invests in startups, particularly
those focusing on artificial intelligence for heart health and
inflammatory disease therapeutics.

Today, Chris dedicates much of his time to his third startup, Guard,
which utilizes artificial intelligence to detect drowning incidents in
swimming pools. This venture reflects his enduring commitment to
using technology for safety and prevention, further demonstrating
his innovative and entrepreneurial spirit.

UNITEDAGCONFERENCE.ORG

CREATING YOUR OWN SHAZAM MAGIC: DISRUPT YOUR
THINKING. DEFY BARRIERS. INSPIRE DELIGHT.



JOSÉ M. HERNÁNDEZ
Former NASA Astronaut, Inspiration for Amazon Prime
Movie "A Million Miles Away", Entrepreneur, Farmer,
Vintner, and Author

José Hernández, a distinguished NASA engineer and
astronaut, epitomizes the American Dream through a
remarkable life journey. Born to Mexican migrant farmworkers,
he overcame numerous challenges to fulfill his childhood dream
of becoming an astronaut. Hernández's journey is one of
resilience and determination, as he pursued education, earning a
degree in electrical engineering and later joining NASA. He
eventually realized his dream by flying on the Space Shuttle
Discovery, showcasing the power of perseverance and the
pursuit of one's passions.

A biopic about Hernández recently premiered on Amazon Prime.
A Million Miles Away stars Michael Peña and tells the story of
Hernández’s life from a child migrant worker to achieving his
dream of becoming an astronaut and traveling to space.

| CONNECT24

ANNUAL LUNCHEON KEYNOTE SPEAKER
REACHING FOR YOUR OWN STARS:
A RECIPE TO SUCCEED IN LIFE



Session 1: What You Need to Know About ERISA
Mark C. Nielsen
Principal, Groom Law Group

Mark is a seasoned litigator with extensive experience in multijurisdictional class action litigation and complex commercial disputes.
He has practiced in state and federal courts, as well as in arbitration, handling all aspects of litigation from pretrial procedures to trial
and appellate advocacy. Specializing in representing plans, sponsors, and insurance companies before regulatory agencies, Mark has
successfully defended against breach of fiduciary duty and prohibited transaction claims.

Session 2: Advocacy in Action
Jeff Aiello
Chief Executive Officer, ValleyPBS

Mr. Aiello is an Emmy Award winning documentary filmmaker and producer with more than 35 years in broadcast and cable television
production as a cinematographer, editor, writer, motion graphics artist, producer and filmmaker including 15 years as Director of
Marketing, Production and Programming for ABC 30 and The Walt Disney Company.

Session 2: Advocacy in Action
Louie A. Brown, Jr.
Partner, Kahn Soares & Conway, LLP

Louie A. Brown, Jr. manages the firm’s Sacramento office and the Government Relations Group, representing clients before the
California State Legislature and various state administrative agencies. Louie specializes in providing clients with expert advice in
maneuvering through California’s complex legislative and regulatory process and played key roles in negotiating legislation and
regulation on a variety of topics.

| CONNECT24

SESSION SPEAKERS

UNITEDAGCONFERENCE.ORG



|  BUILDING COMMUNITIES| CONNECT24

Session 4: Economic Outlook
Christopher Thornberg, Ph.D
Dr. Christopher Thornberg founded Beacon Economics in 2006, and under his leadership the firm has become one of the most
respected research organizations in the nation. Dr. Thornberg is the Director of UC Riverside School of Business’ Center for
Economic Forecasting and Development, an Adjunct Professor at the School, and he holds a Ph.D in Business Economics from The
Anderson School at UCLA.

Founding Partner, Beacon Economics

SESSION SPEAKERS (CONT.)

Session 2: Advocacy in Action
Michael Marsh
Michael began his career in public accounting in Wyoming, working with farm and ranch clients. His shift to forensic accounting,
highlighted by uncovering fraud at the National Potato Promotion Board, connected him deeply to agriculture. This led to roles like
Director of Finance for the CA Almond Board and CEO of Western United Dairymen. After consulting in litigation support, Michael
returned to his true passion, advocating for American farmers and ranchers at NCAE.

President & CEO, National Council of Agricultural Employers

Session 3: The Power of CONNECTION
Kirti Mutatkar
Kirti Mutatkar is a forward-thinking leader passionate about making high quality, innovative, and affordable health care accessible to
the agricultural community of California and Arizona. Under Kirti’s leadership, UnitedAg, a $240 million association health plan, is
empowering its members and employer groups to take a unique, empathetic, and collaborative approach in working together to
provide innovative and cost-effective approaches to health care.

President & CEO, UnitedAg

WomenAg Breakfast Session:
The Road Less Traveled – A Journey to Self-Awareness and Manifestation
Christopher Thornberg, Ph.D
Lorraine's coaching philosophy is rooted in a holistic approach, leveraging her extensive corporate background, keen business
acumen, and mindful leadership principles. Driven by a profound passion to facilitate individual and organizational flourishing,
Lorraine focuses on coaching the client rather than the problem, addressing issues at their core. 

Executive Director, Advantex Professional Services 



ALSO HAPPENING
AT CONFERENCE

Don't miss our Annual Awards Luncheon as we recognize those
among the membership who volunteer their time to our boards,
committees, ambassador and leadership programs. Also, join us
in celebrating the graduation of our 2023 WomenAg Leadership
Academy and presentation of the Service Rep Awards.

| CONNECT24

Ambassador Awards Service Rep Awards WomenAg Graduation
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UnitedAg is excited to host its first 2024 PAC
Golf Tournament benefiting UnitedAgPAC
and AgPAC. Take advantage of this wonderful
event taking place at the Eagle Vines Golf
Course, located only 10 minutes from The
Meritage Resort & Spa. 

Enjoy an outstanding day of golf and
networking, while contributing to the PAC’s,
which help support candidates that advocate
for the agricultural industry. All proceeds
benefit UnitedAg’s Federal and State PACs.

Wednesday, April 10
8:00 am - 3:00 pm
Eagle Vines Golf Course
580 S Kelly Rd, American Canyon, CA

Tournament Fees Include:
Registration, breakfast/lunch, drink tickets and tournament swag.

Single Player: $175
Foursome: $600 (Save $100)
Mulligans: 1/$10 - or - 3/$25

PAC
-Golf Tournament-

Annual

Important Note About Payment:
The Federal PAC (UnitedAgPAC) only accepts personal contributions in the form the of a check or
credit card. Contributions are not deductible for federal income tax purpose.

UNITEDAGCONFERENCE.ORG
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Take a decadent journey aboard the elegant vintage train through the Napa
Valley and back to another time: the glamorous days of rail travel. Embrace a
slower pace and dine in sophisticated comfort in a stylishly refurbished
antique Pullman rail car.

Elevate your experience with their Master Sommelier tasting and discover
the flavors of Napa Valley legends: Far Niente, Opus One, and BV.

Includes
2-hour train journey, departing at 6:20 p.m. for dinner

Dinner experience includes travel from Napa to Rutherford and return
Multiple course gourmet meal

WELCOME RECEPTION
NAPA WINE TRAIN

This event is included in Conference
Registration. A la carte pricing is

available at $250 per attendee.

Event Schedule:
5:30 - 5:45 pm

6:00 pm

6:20 pm

8:30 pm

Check-In

Board the Train

Train Departs

Train Returns

Wednesday, April 10 | 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm
Napa Wine Train, 1275 McKinstry St, Napa, CA 94559
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The ultimate team-building event with bragging rights on the line. Your group will be
divided into teams and tasked to create the best dish to accompany Chef Vincent
Lesage’s meal. With just 30 minutes, teams must quickly strategize and work
together to serve up the winning dish to impress the chef.

IRON CHEF TAKEDOWN 

Cost:
$150 per participant. 
Not included with
Conference Registration.

Included in the Class:
Chef select menu
Taste of your teams’ featured dishes
Recipe card to take home
Fully-equipped kitchen and tools
Experienced and professional event staff

Wednesday, April 10 | 11:00 am - 2:30 pm
Grand Reserve at the Meritage, Food & Wine Center

About the Food & Wine Center:
Expertly-taught cooking and baking classes at the Food & Wine Center place the
beauty and freshness of Napa Valley into your hands. With classes designed by their
culinary team, and an ongoing calendar of guest chefs and bakers, learning new
skills or honing existing ones has never been more delectable. 

Limited to 20 participants

UNITEDAGCONFERENCE.ORG
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Masquerade Gala & Celebration
Thursday, April 11 | Estate Cave
6:00 pm - 6:30 pm Reception
6:30 pm - 10:00 pm Masquerade Gala

Included in Conference Registration. 
A la carte pricing available for additional guests. For
more information, email mochoa@unitedag.org.

Embark on an enchanting evening of mystery and elegance at
UnitedAg's 44th Annual Masquerade Gala within The Meritage's Estate
Cave. Join us for a night of sophistication, adorned in captivating masks,
as we celebrate in style. 

Unveil the magic of the night, create lasting memories, and enjoy a gala
experience like no other. This unforgettable celebration blends tradition
and sophistication immersed in the rich heritage of Napa Valley.

Dress Code: Formal / Cocktail Attire

Join us this year for the much-anticipated Annual AEF Silent Auction! 
Explore a variety of coveted items, ranging from cutting-edge electronics to high-
end designer goods and beyond, all while contributing to Agribusiness Education
Foundation’s (AEF) mission to advance the educational goals of members, their
employees and their employees’ dependents. Since 1989, UnitedAg has awarded
over $1.8 million in grants to over 1,100 students seeking educational, post-
secondary and vocational funding.

ANNUAL AEF SILENT AUCTION
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ACCOMMODATIONS & REGISTRATION

THE MERITAGE RESORT & SPA
Address: 875 Bordeaux Way, Napa, CA 94558
Website: meritageresort.com

HOTEL RESERVATIONS & ROOM RATE
Once you've completed your Conference registration,
you will be emailed a link to make room reservations.
The following room rate is per room per night and
excludes taxes, assessments and resort fee.

$299 per night for a Standard Room
Resort fee is $25.00 per room, per night. Taxes and
other service fees may apply. Please note that the hotel
room block closes March 8, 2024.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
To register, please submit your completed conference
registration form to unitedag.org/confreg. 

All Conference attendees are required to complete a
registration form. Once your registration form is received,
you will be emailed a link to complete your hotel reservation.

CONFERENCE PRICING
Don’t wait! Early-Bird pricing ends February 19, 2024.

$650 Early-Bird / $750 Late

$750 Early-Bird / $850 Late

Single Member

Single Non-Member

800.223.4590  |  mochoa@unitedag.org  |  unitedagconference.org

CANCELLATION POLICY
Full refunds for Conference registration will be granted to
requests received in writing to mochoa@unitedag.org prior
to March 8, 2024. No refunds will be granted after this date.

To cancel your hotel reservation, contact Maribel Ochoa at
mochoa@unitedag.org. Cancellation fees may apply.

tel:+1-866-370-6272


CONFERENCE REGISTRATION uni tedag .org

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL

@unitedagorg @unitedagorg @unitedagorg /unitedag

The Meritage Resort & Spa
875 Bordeaux Way

Napa, CA 94558
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Why become a
Sponsor?

CONFERENCE SPONSORSHIP

Attracting over 300 Ag leaders and business owners, UnitedAg’s Annual Meeting and Conference is one of the
premier events in providing Ag business owners and key decision makers with up-to-the-minute information
and education on topics vital to the Ag industry. UnitedAg’s members and Conference attendees include:

Owners/Presidents/CEO’s
CFO’s
General Managers
Directors of Operations

Human Resource professionals
Growers, packers, shippers
Farm labor contractors
Food processors

Commodity and specialty crops
across California and Arizona
Affiliated businesses which
includes marketing and CPA
firms

| SPONSORSHIP24



SUSTAINING $5,000
Sustaining Sponsors will have their logo included on all key conference printed materials, signage, webpage, social media and
pre & post media updates. Sponsorship includes 2 conference registrations.

Steward Sponsors will have their logo included on all key conference printed materials, welcome packet insert, badges,
signage, webpage, social media and pre & post media updates. Sponsorship includes 3 conference registrations. 

STEWARD $7,000

The Legacy Sponsorship is the premier year-long sponsorship level of the UnitedAg Annual Conference. Sponsorship will grant
you premier visibility and signage in all key conference printed materials, badges, welcome packet insert, webpage, social
media, podcast series, webinars, signature giveaways, and pre & post media updates. Sponsorship includes 4 conference
registrations. (Limited to 4 sponsors)

LEGACY $10,000

SUPPORTING $2,500
Supporting Sponsors will have their logo included on the conference program, signage, webpage and social media.
Sponsorship includes 2 conference registrations.

CONFERENCE SPONSORSHIP LEVELS

CONTRIBUTING $1,200
Contributing Sponsors will have their logo included on the conference program, signage, webpage and social media.
Sponsorship includes 1 conference registration.

| SPONSORSHIP24 UNITEDAG.ORG/SPONSORSHIP



ANNUAL AWARDS LUNCHEON & KEYNOTE SPONSOR $1,500
Recognition during Awards; Opportunity to provide promo giveaway to be given out during Membership Luncheon; Company
name/logo will be included in the Awards Program; two (2) tickets included to attend the Annual Awards Luncheon. 
(Limited to 4 sponsors )

Recognition during Annual Breakfast; Company name/logo on agenda; Company name/logo in Annual Conference program;
Two (2) tickets included to attend the Annual Breakfast & Keynote.  (Limited to 4 sponsors )

ANNUAL BREAKFAST & KEYNOTE SPONSOR $1,000

Recognition during the Welcome Reception; Company name/logo on promotional pieces and event signage; 1 ticket included
to attend the Welcome Reception at the Napa Wine Train. (Limited to 4 sponsors )

NAPA WINE TRAIN SPONSOR $1,200

A LA CARTE SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

MASQUERADE GALA SPONSOR $750
One (1) ticket included to attend the Masquerade Gala & Celebration; Company name/logo displayed during the Gala event;
recognition in program.  (Limited to 4 sponsors ) 

Recognition during Iron Chef Takedown event; Company name/logo displayed during the event; Company name/logo
featured in the conference program.

IRON CHEF TAKEDOWN SPONSOR $500

TRANSPORTATION SPONSOR $750
Signage at pickup/drop-off locations at the Meritage Resort; Company name or logo featured in the conference program.

| SPONSORSHIP24



PODCAST YEARLONG SPONSOR $1,000
We will promote your brand on social media and include your company name/logo on the podcast page. We will include your
listing on our monthly newsletter (8,500 subscribers) for the full 12-month period.

Health Sponsors will have their logos featured prominently in all major events, campaigns, health product launches, and
webinars, including OPS Forums, HealthChats, Health Forums, and monthly publications like HealthyU. The sponsorship also
includes printed materials for health campaigns, signage, webpages, social media platforms, and media updates.

PARTNERS IN HEALTH SPONSOR $1,500

Opportunity to present welcoming remarks at the sponsored online session(s) via the WomenAg online network focusing on
your company's commitment to the leadership network. Your company name will appear on all marketing materials, all
written materials of the online session, and showcasing your company on all media mentions. Recognition of your sponsorship
in the WomenAg graduation program and program participant directory.

WOMENAG NETWORK SPONSOR $500

A LA CARTE SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

OPS FORUM SPONSOR $1,200
Your company name or logo, website and hyperlink will be featured on all OPS Forum invitations, event website, pre-post
communications and all social media promotional efforts; recognition during welcome remarks and on handout materials.

HR ROUNDTABLE SPONSOR $300
Your company name or logo, website and hyperlink will be featured on regional HR Roundtable invitation, event website, pre-
post communications and all social media promotional efforts; recognition during welcome remarks and on handout materials.

| SPONSORSHIP24 UNITEDAG.ORG/SPONSORSHIP



BECOME A
SPONSOR

unitedagconference.org

Don't wait!
Deadline to sponsor is

 February 29, 2024

| SPONSORSHIP24

Questions? Contact 800.223.4590 or membership@unitedag.org

UNITEDAG.ORG/SPONSORSHIP
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